s dusk falls, a wondrous sight
minaces downrown Keene NH as more chan 22,0000 glow-
el grinning jack-o-lanterns weloorme 50000 people o che
wal Keene Pumplin Festival,
The omnge gourds have put che New England college town
2563 on the map and in the Grdniier Book of Ramd, says
anne Woodward of Center Scage Cheshire Councy, which

aniees the fescival held every chird Saturclay in Cooober, by
ince its beginnings in 1991 with GO0 juck-o-lanterns, the 8 ; ; Photos by Greg )

tval has set a record for the mose jack-o-lanrerns—28.955 in : :
13—assemnbled and it in one place. The festival began a5 a way  The Town square is decorated with some of the 22,153 jack-o'-lantemns carved for last year's [Q_eene {NHJ’ PumplunFe_sgxal.
t0y bocst domentown business while providing tamily fun, and bas griwn
to attract pumpkin-roring visiors from across the nation.
} The chousands of pumpking aerive with the folks who come,
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“including many who host neighborhood carving parties and invice
family and friends each fall,” says Woodward, “and local businesses
whose employees help boost the coune.”

Keenes scadenes play a big role, oo, Abour
6,000 pumpking grown by Newmone Farm of
Bradford, Ve, are purchased by Ceneer Stage
and local business sponsors and delivered o
Keene schools to be carved in classrooms and
displayed in Keenes Ceneral Square. Keene

Srate Colleges scudent senate holds & “pumg-
kin lobotomy”™ m add anocher 1,300 or 20 w
% senior Adam Casror, whos Deen

2 festrval voluneeer since childhoodd.

Even Keene Mayor Mike Blastos juins in, bringing pumphing oo oty
conneil meetings for members o canve during che week leading up the
Hi fesrival, “Since the whole mwem ROlls trerher oo make chis Jmﬁm_ City
img |  Hall should picch in, wo,” Blastos says. "1 ger as eeited as a b w
Fd | oo osee whar che coune will be, and irs grear w warch chousands of people
havang such a good rime”

Festival officizls keep tracdk of the number of juckeo-lanterns e kg-in
booths, The daylong event even has a carving stacion swocked with chou-
sands of gourds for festival-poers o carve and contribure o the count,

Jack-c-laneerns—from scary to silly—rise hich in the fesrivals made-
mark “Pumpkin Towers,” built on scaffolding up to four scories tall at sev-
eral downoown lncarions, Cenrer Stage board members oversee the wors
of fowr bocal conscruction companies thar build che pumpkin skyscrepers,
a job that beging the day before ehe festival and continues unedl the final
coune i tallied and verified by the mayor and an independent accounting
agency. The number—22153 in 2005—is announced just before the
event's fireworks finale.

“Ie eakees almost W00 of our neacly 900 volunteers juss oo keep all chose
ack-o-lancems L, Wioodwand savs, In mecent years, due eo sheer volume,
the pumpkins are dluminated with electric lighes mrher than candles,

These displays are a one-of-a-kind sight, says Michael Estes of
Elkeon, Mcl, ipop. 11,893}, actending che festival for the firsc time
with sons Anchony, 12, Chrstian, 7, and Joseph, 6. “The genu-
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inely friendly townspeople seemed to go out of cheir way eo make

¢ —
e ST

us feel welcome, too,” he savs,
er Three stages of enterainment and activities, ranging from a
gl‘li “pump

n-mobile” and hayeides o seed-spicting and  pie-eacing

contests, accrace all ages. Mouth-watering smells of pumpkin pie, hoe
les | " g M - B
| cider and ]'-urrl]'uk:n fried dough waft from doeens of bouths. Pumi-
s i whoopee pies are usually a sell-our, and che maple-syrup cotton
3 kin whoopee | re usually a seli-our, and the maple-syrup coomon
c8 nchy was a big hit wich the Esres family. All vendor protics benegic
| children’s charicies and local service organizations.
ac
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The fall festival is a community-wide Halloween celebration that brings together student carvers and costumed kids who create and enjoy the downtown pumphin d

“The feseval celebrares farmilies, Halloween and pumpkins, of course,

but chibdren are the honored guess.” Woodward says. The day offically
kicks oft with a lively parade of abour 1000 costumed kids and parents

And community service doesn’t scop when the pumpkin lights
are snuffed out. "By noon the next day, like Halloween elves, as
many a5 200 voluneers will have removed every erace,” Woodward
says. Most of che pumpkins wind up in the town's compost pile or
are crucked o local pig farms.

“The festival really creares community,” Castor says. "All ages
play a part and it's a really happy day with everyone working
together to meet a fun goal” =%

Plnile Eclperly Ring i5 a freclane writer in Exeten, NH.

Keene's 16th annual Pumpkin Festival is scheduled Oct.
21. Visit www.pumpkinfestival.org or call (603) 358-5344 for
more information.

More Online!

To see bonus
photos & discuss
this story go to

AmericanProfile.com

A four-story
Pumpkin Tower
illuminates
downtown.
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